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Ms. Marlene H. Dortch 
Secretary
Federal Communications Commission 
Washington, D.C. 

In the Matter – Revitalization of the AM Radio Service – MB Docket No. 13-249 

Wharton County Radio, Inc., owners of KULP AM, supports the FCC’s Revitalization of AM 
Radio Service.   

 As a Class D AM unlimited service, we want the opportunity to modernize our local service 
with a higher fidelity translator to provide greater access for local KULP programming. 

 As a Class D AM unlimited service, we want the opportunity to “modify nighttime 
community coverage.”  We want to improve our local nighttime service with a reasonable 
increase in our operating power so other communities in Wharton County can be served by 
KULP.

This year KULP will celebrate its 66th birthday.  KULP was granted a license to operate on 
1390kHz as a Class D AM service on February 13, 1948. 

From 1948 through the present, KULP has had three owners and five general managers. Much of 
the current staff has been at KULP for the past twenty years.  Currently KULP employs nine full- 
and part-time employees. 

KULP is a valuable information and entertainment asset to El Campo and Wharton County, 
providing a full range of programming content from local news to critical weather information.  KULP 
also broadcasts local sports, from high school football, basketball, baseball and softball, to boys 
and girls Little League games.  

We believe we have the longest-running radio program in the United States.  Since 1948, during 
the 8 AM hour, KULP has programmed Texas Czech Polka music.  We also program Texas 
Country and Classic Country music.   KULP community service programming is unquestioned in El 
Campo and Wharton County.  

KULP is a Class D AM service (500 watts day/180 watts night) and we are at a competitive 
disadvantage with our FM sisters.  We are not disadvantaged because of our programming. We are 
disadvantaged because we are a Class D AM service, which limits our ability to reach out and 
serve those who want to listen to KULP at night. 

If KULP could simply increase power at night from 180 watts to 250 watts that would improve our 
night reception; if KULP could operate at 500 watts full time that would be a better solution for 
KULP.

The FCC is correct in their analysis of the problems which confront an AM radio station.  “The AM 
band is also subject to interference concerns not faced by other broadcast sources.”  “AM 
stations are unable to provide service to sizeable portions of their audiences in the evening 
hours and still others can provide no protected nighttime service.” 
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We receive complaints from the Residents of the City of Wharton as well as other locations in 
Wharton County who want to listen to KULP at night but are unable to receive a quality listenable 
signal. 

An FM translator would improve this situation.  A reasonable increase in our AM nighttime 
power would increase our service to those areas of Wharton County who cannot receive a quality 
signal at this time. 

We also believe the FCC is correct in their proposal to “Open FM Translator Filing Window for 
AM Licensees and Permittees.” 

In 2009 we approached the owner of a dormant translator licensed to El Campo.  We were told the 
purchase price would be $15,000.00.  This did not seem to be an unreasonable amount of money 
considering the positive effect it would have on the community. We chose to delay the purchase of 
the translator pending reorganization of the company and FCC approval.  We understood the 
consequence of that decision.  When we approached the owner again two months later, the 
purchase price had gone to $65,000.00. 

We do understand the workings of a “free market place” in this case; however, the “dollar 
speculation” of FM translators has made it impossible for KULP to find and purchase an FM 
translator to grow our service area.  Now the translator licensed to El Campo is owned by a 
company who originates programming from a service that is over 140 miles away from the local 
community. 

The FCC is correct to provide stations like KULP the opportunity to increase coverage and service 
with an FM translator.  The FCC is also correct that these translators should “be used solely to re-
broadcast the AM signal to provide fill-in and/or nighttime service” and that these translators 
“be permanently linked to the AM primary station acquiring it.”   

An FM translator for KULP would have immediate and long lasting positive effects on the 
local community.   

We have enclosed comments from Community Leaders that support the Federal Communications 
Commission’s effort to address the concerns of small market AM broadcasters such as KULP. 

Warmest Regards, 

Stephen Zetsche 
Mike Wenglar 
Owners  
Wharton County Radio, Inc 
KULP Radio 












